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MAKING UBUNTU-BLOX
UBUNTU-BLOX INFO PART 2

Ubuntu is an African word with a rich neaning that
enconpasses cooperation, hunmanity, and group
solidarity for survival in situations wth scarce
resources. It is a good nane for a self-help
technol ogy that can turn a probleminto a resource.

| nventor and wel der Harvey Lacey of Dallas, Texas
| nvi sioned the press and systemto build with trash
I n response to the housing crisis after the Haitian

eart hquakes. Ownen Gei ger provided advice about how
to reinforce the wall. Harvey has been hard at work
refining and pronoting and teaching ever since.

See other files in the Ubuntu Block Info series
al so avail able online soon to | earn nore about
bui l ding with Ubuntu bl ocks.

This work by Patti Stouter is |icensed under a Creative
Commons Attri bution-ShareAli ke 3.0 Unported License.
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EQUIPMENT
FOR UBUNTU BLOX




Make a press

11 GAUGE SQUARE
STEEL TuUBI NG
2X2 | NCH 5x5 cm

STEEL PLATE
HALF x 8 | NCHES/
1x20 cm
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Weld or bolt

W TH CHANNELS FOR

BALI NG W RE
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Add a strong screw

SCAFFCLDI NG SCREW JACKS OR
AN ACVE SCREW
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And a wheel

CAR STEERI NG WHEEL OR
CUSTOM MADE
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Make the right tools

§ A JIG FOR
MAKI NG
LOOPS | N
THE BALI NG
WRE WLL

SAVE A LOT
OF TI ME
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Gather supplies

GET TRASH AND CLEAN IN A CHLORI NE DI P
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Break up
stiff packing foam

BY HAND OR USE A
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Cut wire and loop 1 end
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Lay wires in grooves
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Put clean trash in bags

VESH BAGS W LL BE EASI ER TO
PLASTER

UBUNTU- BLOX | NFO 2: Maki ng Ubunt u- Bl ox




oad recyclable trash
withou’g a bag

§ BUT TH S
BLOCK NAY
BE WORTH
$5
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5 bags for each block
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Turn the wheel to compress

§ |7 DoES NOT RN
NI

TAKE A LOT

OF STRENGTH
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Twist baling wire
through the loops

\
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YOUR UBUNTU-BLOX
R | il
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Weigh 2- 5 Ib./ 1- 2.5 kg

FOR 8x8x16 | NCH 20x20x40 cm BLOCKS
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Easiest to build with neat
blocks
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Different kinds of blocks

FOAM AND FI LM BLOCKS
H GHLY | NSULATI NG
NOT QUI TE AS STRONG

RECYCLABLE BLOCKS STRONG
BUT NOT | NSULATI NG
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Mesh makes plastering easy

BUNCHED GARBAGE OR

RI CE BAGS W LL NOT ADD CHEAP MESH TUBI NG

HOLD PLASTER VELL TO HOLD PLASTER
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BUILD THE ECONOMY AS WELL
AS HOMES

AVAI LABLE MATERI ALS, EASY TO LEARN
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Thanks to the many individuals and
organizations that have supported Harvey
Lacey’s Ubuntu-Blox development and testing:

Geiger Research Institute of Sustainable
Building,

SMU Engineering & Humanity Week,
Memnosyne Foundation,

Haiti Communitaire,

IOM

| mages used with St out er

AEFNESSIRetnE Al'l other inages courtesy
1, 7, 8 left, 10 above, 13- of Harvey Lacey and

16, 18-20, 23, 25 right, friends

26 left & right- Patti

A public service of www Si npl eEart hStructures. com
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http://www.SimpleEarthStructures.com

